. { ( ;",
‘ - : "\ v
A : - - -
pproved For %%%a%gﬂ%O%%ZﬂS CIA-RDP78 03097A00110902010_2 7
1 September 190l

U.S. Forewarned of Soviet Plan
By Alert MonitorinMiddleEast |
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Intercepted Broadcast of Tass __choff‘?”
Enabled Kennedy to Weigh Strategy
Before Moscow Announcerment
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Sipeelal 10 The New Yok Tites. K ' ‘,,‘,

WASHINGTON, Aug. S1—An'Soviet editors take down this .. , B
alert United States monitor material and ~the-benefit of -~ -+ ' . N
at a rvéemote Middie Easternia slow re of each ¥ . - {
Ustening post fished & signifi- graph. So did the Unitad §thteg . - i
cant paragraph out of reams of imanitor, . LI . ’%
Ingignificant Soviet news re-| Deln yed
porta yesterdsy. That paragraph! Faragraph De oy i

! )
gave Washingion its first warn-, There was a thred-hour d
ing that Moscow had decided to before the parsgraph’was Te-
resume tests of nuclear weap-'layed to Washington, presum. .
ons. 'ably because the Soviet broad-
The anonymous hero s likely cast first had to be transcribed
to get & massage of congratula-|from tapes and transiated for .. .
‘tions soon from Secretary ofiofficlals capable of evaluating
_State Dean Rusk or even from'it. The mossage feached the
President Kennedy, Washington,:State Department during the
forowariied, was prepared when President’'s news gonference in !
a Moscow announcement cor- the same building, but he was )
firmed the news, not interrupted.
The uaually efficient Soviel Washington had ajready been
propaganda machine seems to'alerted at 3:30 P. M. by -the
have slipped gears at leastlintercepted Tass report indicat-
three times yesterdsy atiernoon.ling that there would bia an im- .
Officlals here wers alterted portant announcement ‘hat eve. .
‘hy the Middls Fastern monitor'sining. The' pleces bsgan to it
‘report,  another interceptedirspcther when, after retwipt of .
o warning of an important Soviet!tps Middle Eastern redort, & -
o announcement at 7 P. M., Bast-ipritish newsman fnguirer sbout -
A ern daylight time, and & Pre- anther Tass transmissiom
Y ;mature “correction” for a Soviet! i. London office, the news- -
presa sgency dispatch that had“.nzm sald, received a ‘*‘corvec-
‘net vet been distributed, tion” from Tass for & stary it
U. 8 Planned Strategy  (had not yet received. Appvy-
Thus, by the tirne the 7 o'clock ety 1t indicated some kind'(
announcement came, Prestdent|decision about nuclear testing)
Kenasdy Secretnry Rusk andlhe said, ingquiring whether ﬁiﬁ\ _
N

thelr top aides had already department know what was
welghed the. Soviet move at a happening.

¢ |white house conference. They The department did not know, = \'\
;o had planned their counter-stra-'but by then it could 5. ‘Q
" 'v' ‘ 1‘.

tegy and were ready with = re-! At 5:25 P. M, Rusk - -
action statement by 10 P. M.'and Allen W. Dulles, director of ,
The intercopted paragraphithe Central Intelligence Agency,
revealed the - Hoviet Govern-.went to the White House to
ment's decisionn apd cditorial.alert the President, They de-
comment approving 1L It was clded not to let Moscow cap-
part of. a lonk report on Soviet ture headlines with lts version .,
foreign policy sent out by Tass,:of events and planned ‘s state-
the afficial Boviet press agency, memt condemning the Soviet de-
to semi-weekly district gnd vtl-;dsmn,
. lage newspapers in  Gentral. The young man in the Middle
. . Afir. It was hroadcast from Esst, whose name was Wwith-
' Moscow at 1:15 P. M. and was held, was halled In State De-
to be held for release until 7 partment corridors today sa an
P. M., Washington ttme. official who had more than com-
: Apparently it was part of the pensated for the cost and tedium
3 regular file of news and opinton of keepihg a watch on what
rupplied by Tass by radio at Soviet semi-weckles in central
dictation speed to newspapers Asla may have to say tomor-
that do not have teletype Hnes row,
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